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For immediate release

Update on future Post- primary education provision in Lurgan- Lismore

The Northern Ireland Commission for Catholic Education (NICCE) has been carrying out a review of Post-primary education across Northern Ireland. This review was necessary due to the fact that there are currently a number of challenges facing education including major curriculum changes, declining populations in many areas, the requirement to increase access to a wider choice of subjects for all pupils and uncertainty over academic selection.

The schools involved in the Lurgan- Lismore Project are St Mary’s High School Lurgan, St Michael’s Grammar School Lurgan, St Paul’s Junior High School Lurgan and Lismore Comprehensive School Craigavon.

 A Project Board, comprising of the Diocesan and Mercy Order Trustees of the schools involved, manage this Project. The Principals and curriculum Vice-Principals from the four schools worked together to produce a series of options for future education provision in the area. These options were the subject of an extensive public pre-consultation with key stakeholders in the community including parents, teachers and governors from the schools involved and feeder primary schools. Current pupils in the post-primary schools were also involved in the consultation process.

The verbal and written feedback from the pre-consultation indicated to the Project Board that there was general support for change.  Meetings with staff and governors were very supportive and constructive. In written responses staff were very supportive of change with the majority of responses preferring one site in Lismore and one site in Lurgan. Parents at the public meetings and in written responses were largely in favour of a one site option. Pupils were overwhelmingly in favour of change and for a one site option in Lurgan. The majority supported a one building option with a significant minority preferring two buildings on one site. 

The Project Board carefully considered the outcome of the pre-consultation exercise in September 2008 and decided  in principle to proceed with the development of two all-ability, co-educational, 11 – 18 schools, one on the current site of Lismore Comprehensive School and one on the site of St Michael’s Grammar School, Lurgan. The Lurgan school will result from the amalgamation of St Mary’s High School, St Michael’s Grammar School and St Paul’s Junior High School.

The Project Board has secured Department of Education agreement to carry out a full economic appraisal of this option. On completion of this exercise it is hoped that a formal Development Proposal will be published. This is a requirement of current regulations and it entails a formal public consultation process which will give an opportunity for comment to be made on the final detailed proposal. On completion of formal public consultation a final decision will be made by the Minister for Education.

The Northern Ireland Commission for Catholic Education would urge all those with views on the proposals to engage in the formal public consultation process which is expected to happen later this year.

Further information is available by visiting www.pprce.org .
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