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The Northern Ireland Commission for Catholic Education (NICCE) 
, represents the Trustees of all Catholic Schools in Northern Ireland. It has considered the unanimous recommendations of the Working Group 
 representing our Secondary and Grammar schools established to offer advice on future transfer procedures for pupils wishing to enrol in Catholic Post-Primary schools at age eleven. In light of these recommendations and our preference for a regulated system of transfer provided by the Department of Education, NICCE presents the following as its policy on Post-Primary Transfer for Catholic Schools in Northern Ireland:

· The Commission restates its position, accepted by the Working Group, that the current system of academic selection at age eleven is no longer an appropriate way for children to transfer to Post-Primary school. Therefore it is our view as Trustees that all schools in the Catholic sector should move to an alternative form of transfer as soon as possible and by no later than 2012, in time for the full implementation of the Entitlement Framework 
 in 2013.

· Catholic Schools should operate in a spirit of interdependence and solidarity. When making key decisions all schools should take into account the effect that those decisions will have on other schools in the same area. New structural arrangements at local level being worked out in the context of the Post Primary Review 
 should seek to put in place the best possible arrangements for all young people. These will be developed for each area over the next few years and may lead to a variety of arrangements consistent with local circumstances. This would not be a one size fits all approach.

· All children should have access to a high quality Catholic education from 11-19, regardless of the school to which they transfer at age eleven.  Some schools currently provide only for pupils at age 11-16. Some are unable to provide the range of subjects that will be necessary under the Entitlement Framework. Future arrangements should provide access for all young people to an 11-19 education through reorganisation, federation or collaboration between schools, and between schools and Further Education Colleges, to address local needs and to achieve the best outcomes for children. 

· All Catholic Post-Primary schools should give full consideration to the guidelines on admissions criteria issued by the Minister for Education on 2nd Feb 2009 

. When the final version of these guidelines is issued by the Department of Education following consultation, all Catholic Post-Primary schools are urged to implement them as fully as possible.
· In the absence of a regulated system of Post-Primary Transfer, the Commission accepts the view of the Working Group that an academic test may be appropriate in the short-term, particularly for those Post-Primary schools which are oversubscribed. Those Catholic schools which opt to make use of such testing should ensure these tests:
· Do not discriminate against any groups of children;

· Will avoid children having to sit a multiplicity of tests;

· Will be used for only a very limited period of time;
· Will not involve any distortion of the statutory KS1&2 curriculum and;

· Will focus on English and Mathematics in the context of the KS2 curriculum.
· The Commission is committed to ongoing dialogue with the other educational sectors and with all who are concerned with the future education of young people in Northern Ireland. It does so in the hope that the Catholic sector can contribute to a growing consensus on the way forward for all young people.

· With others the Commission recommends that the Minister consider the establishment of a time bound Working Party of educationalists and other relevant experts to find an agreed solution on the post-primary transfer for all schools in Northern Ireland, taking particular account of the emerging needs of the economy and our society.  

The Commission will publish a more detailed commentary on this policy and its practical implications for all concerned in the near future. 
ENDS.
NOTES
� The Northern Ireland Commission for Catholic Education (NICCE) was set up in 2005 to co-ordinate the work of all Catholic School Trustees in NI. The six Northern dioceses and all the religious congregations with schools in NI have each nominated three members. The current membership is: Bishop Donal McKeown (Chair), Bishop Patrick Walsh, Bishop Seamus Hegarty, Bishop John McAreavey, Sr Eithne Woulfe (Sisters of St Louis), Sr Nellie McLoughlin (Sisters of Mercy) and Prof. Muredach Dynan (representing the Edmund Rice Schools Trust).





� The Post-Primary Transfer Working Group was established in February 2009 to provide to NICCE on Post-Primary Transfer for all Catholic Post-Primary schools. It presented its unanimous recommendations to NICCE on 10th March 2009. Membership of the Working Group comprised: Mr Matthew Murray (Chair), Mr Martin Bowen (Principal, St. Peter’s High School, Derry), Mr Jim Clarke (Deputy Chief Executive, CCMS), Fr Kevin Donaghy (Principal, St. Patrick’s Grammar School, Armagh), Mr Dermot Mullan (Principal, Our Lady & St. Patrick’s College, Knock, Belfast), Mr Patrick O’Doherty (Principal, Lumen Christi College, Derry), Mr Seamus Quinn, Principal, St. Patrick’s High School, Lisburn). Mr Michael McClean, Sr Julie McGoldrick and Mrs Deirdre McNally acted as secretaries to the Working Group.





�  The Entitlement Framework arises from the Education NI Order (2006) which requires that all children have access to a minimum of 24 subjects/ courses at Key Stage 4 and 27 subjects/ courses at post-16. For further information see the Department of Education web site at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.deni.gov.uk/2005_18-entitlement_framework-initial_guidance.pdf" ��http://www.deni.gov.uk/2005_18-entitlement_framework-initial_guidance.pdf�








�  The Post-Primary Review is NICCE’s response to the Department of Education’s review of all post-primary schools provision in Northern Ireland which it undertook in 2005. For further information see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pprce.org/post-primary-review" ��http://www.pprce.org/post-primary-review�.








�  The document Transfer 2010, published by the Department of Education, outlines the proposals of the Minister for Education for transfer arrangement to post-primary school in Northern Ireland. This document is currently subject to consultation.





