Lurgan and Lismore Post Primary Review Project
To: Staff, Parents and Governors
As you are aware extensive consultation was carried out during April to June on options for the future of Post Primary education in Lurgan and Lismore. A wide range of responses were provided either in writing through the circulated Consultation document or in person at meetings. These responses were collated and analysed and a summary will soon be available on the Post Primary review website, www.pprce.org.

The Project Board comprising Diocesan and Mercy Order Trustees carefully considered the outcome of this consultation in September and October and decided  to proceed with the development of two all-ability, co-educational schools, one on the current Lismore Comprehensive school site and one on the site of St Michael’s Grammar school, Lurgan. The Lurgan school will result from the amalgamation of St Mary’s High School, St Michael’s Grammar School and St Paul’s Junior High School.
The Trustees are in the process of commissioning the Department of Education to carry out a full economic appraisal of this option. On completion of this exercise it is hoped that a formal Development Proposal will be published. This is a requirement of current regulations and it entails a formal public consultation process when an opportunity is given for comment to be made on the final detailed proposal. 
It is expected that the Economic Appraisal and Development proposal stages will be completed in 2009. On completion of formal public consultation a final decision is made by the Minister for Education.
In the meantime you may be aware that the Minister has established an Area Based Planning process to assess and comment on submissions detailing how the 14 to 19 Entitlement Framework curriculum will be delivered. An invitation to make submissions has been published. It is the intention of the Trustees of the Catholic managed sector to engage in this process. With regards to Lurgan and Lismore the Trustees will make a submission based on the above option.
Finally, the Trustees have asked the Working Group of Principals and Curriculum Vice-Principals to work together on plans for the transition period in preparation for implementation of the above option. The Trustees are thankful to the Working Group for all its hard work to date in developing options and presenting them to the Project Board for consideration.

The Trustees would like to thank all those who took part in the consultation process to date and would encourage as many as possible to engage in the formal Development Proposal consultation process in the near future.

Yours faithfully,

Monsignor A. Hamill, St Peter’s Parish  
Sr. E. Murphy, Mercy Order
Fr. M. McAlinden, Parish of Moyraverty
